
 

 

Dear Kalamia Community,  
 
Congratulations to our students who represented our school at the Burdekin 
Combined Schools Swimming Carnival last Friday.  It was wonderful to see 
everyone giving their best effort and enjoying the day.  Thank you to our families 
who came along to cheer on our swimming superstars!  
 
Last Thursday, we are welcomed Tilly and Crystal to our school as part of the 
Adopt-A School Program, sponsored by Wilmar.  A quick break for morning tea 
and we set off to Rapisarda Farms for a farm tour of the packing shed, the 
watermelon paddocks, and of course we ate watermelon!  Thank you to Brian and 
Helena for organising such a great experience for our students. A busy day 
packed full of learning and fun.  
 
Prep Transition to School days have been a great opportunity for our 2024 
students to come along and experience learning at Kalamia SS. The next transition 
day is on Monday 20th November from 9 am to 10.30am.   
 
Camps for Year 4/5 and Year 6 are coming up in Week 7.  Please ensure your 
child’s belongings are labelled and ready to go!  We are looking forward to 
spending some time together!  Year 3 students have the opportunity to have a 
‘stay-cation’ camp overnight at school on Thursday 23rd November.  Friday 24th 
November is a ‘free dress day’ for all students.  
 
Presentation Day will be held on Wednesday 29th November, 2023 commencing at 
2pm.  The afternoon is an important day on our Term 4 calendar and it is a 
wonderful opportunity to see our year in review.   
 
KSS P&C has been working hard selling raffle tickets and raising the profile of our 
school within our community.  Thank you to all who have donated their time, gifts 
and grocery items to the KSS P&C.  If you would like to sell or buy tickets, please 
contact Rebekah Madsen.   
 
Swimming lessons will continue for another 3 weeks.  Students will be transported 
to the Burdekin Swim School and collected by parents at 3pm.   
 
With our calendar full and activities coming up quickly, please take a moment to 
view our Kalamia Kapers calendar on our Facebook page each weekend for the 
latest updates.   
 
KSS P&C are collecting groceries and non-perishable items to add to the ‘Gift 
Hampers”.  These hampers will be distributed to people in need during the 
Christmas period.  Volunteers are requested to sell raffle tickets for the KSS 
P&C Monster Raffle outside Woolworths.  Please contact P&C if you are able to 
help.   
 
Year 5 and Year 6 students will be heading off to their respective camps next 
week and Mrs McL. will be on class during that time.   
 
Happy Tuckshop Day to the amazing ladies—Mrs C. and Miss Julia for your 
wonderful work, your delicious food and your support of our school.  We love 
tuckshop each and every Tuesday—Thank you ladies.  
 
 
Warm regards,  
 
 
 
Renee Cross  
Principal  

Lilliesmere Road  

AYR  QLD  4807  

P.O. Box 2126   

AYR  QLD  4807 

Phone:  (07) 4783 2191  

Mobile:  0459 885 273  

E: principal@kalamiass.eq.edu.au  

W: www.kalamiass@eq.edu.au  

                Kalamia State School Official  

We acknowledge the traditional  
custodians of the land on which 
we live and learn, and pay our 
respects to the Elders both past, 

present and emerging. 

THE PRINCIPAL’S PEN  

2023 Key Priority  

Increase student 
achievement across all 
learning areas through 
Effective Teaching and 
Learning and targeted 
support for diverse 
learners, facilitated by 
consistent attendance 
and individualised 
curriculum driven by 
student needs.  

ABSENT FROM SCHOOL - 

PLEASE  EXPLAIN BY 9.30AM  

Ph:  4783 2191  

Mob: 0459 885 273 

* Drop by the office 

* Send a note 

* Send a text  

Achieving Great Things  

Week 6 Term 4 2023 

Attendance  

EVERY DAY COUNTS  

2023 GOAL 95% OR BETTER  

 



EQUITY AND EXCELLENCE  

 

 

 

 

Students thrive when they are an integral part of the class, contribute to learning and work together with 

their peers.  Attendance affects student engagement and learning.  Consistent attendance supports 

healthy friendships, opportunities to participate in a wide range of learning experiences and fosters a 

sense of belonging. Our school priority is to maximise learning days, with engaging and quality teaching 

and    learning happening every day.  With 4 and a half weeks to go, let’s finish strong and ensure our 

students have the best opportunities to demonstrate what they know and building on learning for 2024.   

In 2024, Kalamia SS will implement Version 9 of the Australian Curriculum and learning opportunities, 

particularly in English and Mathematics are almost finalised.  There will be information sessions for       

parents early Term 1 to unpack our 2024 curriculum and how “Equity and Excellence” forms the          

foundation of our ways of working.  

KSS Strategic Plan was developed in 2021 and will be due for review in 2024.  The School Review Team 

will visit our school during 2024.  Students, parents and staff will be invited to talk to the Review Team as 

part of the progress, where we can celebrate our achievements and areas of strength, and identify our 

future direction for our school.  Further information will be given during Term 1.   

KSS Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) will be compiled over the coming weeks and a draft will be       

presented to the KSS P&C at the final P&C Meeting for 2023, to be held on Wednesday 6th December, 

2023 at 9am.  

          AWESOME DAY   

Term 4 Awesome Day will be held on Monday 

27th November.  Students will need togs/

swimmers a towel and clothes to change into. 

Lunch breaks will be provided, pizza, snacks, 

fruit and pikelets!  

 

      FUNNY BONES   

REMINDERS FOR 2024  

• The office will be open from Monday 15th January 2024—9am to 12pm  

• First day of school is Monday 22nd January, 2024 starting at 8.45am.  

• Do you need new uniforms for 2024?  See Miss Chloe now!  

• All your child needs is a backpack, lunchbox, uniforms, shoes and hat          

        WE TAKE CARE OF THE REST!  



We value our School 

 

Dear Parents & Carers 

 
As we are entering into the second half of this busy Term 4, I would like to 
take the time to acknowledge our teachers, teacher aides and all school staff 
that have been working very hard this year.  

It seems that this entire year once the term starts, then suddenly it is close 
to the end of Term 4. Time is indeed flying in front of our eyes and we have 
to catch up which becomes challenging and tiring.  

In the Bible, the book of Galatians 6:9 tells us: “Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” 

I hope that it would be an encouragement to all of us.  

So today, I would like to acknowledge and show how much we value our school 
community. Kalamia State School has amazing people and an Awesome           
Principal. I think we all agree! 

So, here is our big THANK YOU to our Kalamia family.  

We value all your hard work, time, effort, consistency, energy (even when you 
don’t have much left), your sense of humour and your team work. We value and 
we acknowledge your dedication to see each student and their families to 
flourish and be the best they can be. We value everyday you step into the 
school as a new opportunity to teach and more than that, to make a difference 
in someone’s life.  

 

THANK YOU for your awesome love in everything you 
do!!! 

Many blessings  

Chappy   

WELLBEING AND ENGAGEMENT  

CHAPPY CHAT  

In line with Respectful Relationships Education, the Life Education Van will be visiting Kalamia State School this 
week.  The modules support the delivery of Australian Curriculum and Respectful Relationships and will be a       
positive opportunity for students to engage in personal and wellbeing development, and develop safety skills.  
 
Prep—2 students will engage in  the ‘Friend Ship’ module.  In this module students consider the importance of            
relationships and gain skills to seek help in a variety of situations. They have opportunities to practice strategies to 
manage their feelings and emotions. Learning includes how to build friendships and care for others, identifying and 
managing feelings and emotions, recognising body clues that let us know when we could be unsafe and safe people 
and places to seek help.  
 
Years 3-6 students will engage in bCyberwise module.  In this module, students will investigate the use of tech and 
the positives and negatives of being online, including unwanted contact and unsafe situations.   
 
 



LEARNING UPDATES  

Prep /Yr.1/Yr. 2:  It has been a big fortnight as our little learners repurposed materials to create a boat, not just any boat 

but one that floats and was able to carry 5 marbles.  There were great inventions, and then there were some attempts that 

needed final adjustments.  Well done everyone!  

Yr.3/ Yr. 4:  Caring for places, exploring the effect of heat on substances and discussing how to build and maintain healthy 

relationships was all in a days work for the Year 3 and 4 students.  Super effort!  

Yr. 5/ Yr. 6 Science, English, Mathematics and HaSS has been the focus over the fortnight and every one of our students 

put in their best effort as assessment tasks were attempted, reviewed, adjusted and completed.  Only a few more tasks to 

work through and we are done!  Great job everyone.  

Whole school:  

Swimming lessons are continuing after the swimming carnival with three more weeks to go.  All students with shoulder 

length hair or longer, need to have it tied back and in a swimming cap.  .  

Congratulations to our students who entered the Farm Safety Calendar competition.  All students who participated        

received a certificate of recognition, and a 2024 Farm Safety calendar.  Well done everyone!  

With 4 and half weeks to go, there is still lots of learning taking place.  During this time students are completing              

assessment tasks and revising the concepts covered during the year.  This is the time when teachers are supporting      

students, and providing opportunities to revisit concepts that may have been difficult, and extending students who are 

looking for a challenge.  Let’s finish 2023 strong and attend school each and every day.  

You may have heard the announcement from our Education Minister that from 2024, all smartwatches in Queensland 

schools are banned. This will mean that unless it is a medical requirement and there will be a process for this, all       

smartwatches will need to be handed in at the office if brought to school. Please keep this is mind with Christmas around 

the corner and potential thoughts around gift purchasing.   

 

 

      STUDENT ABSENCES                      

IT IS  A REQUIREMENT THAT ALL STUDENT ABSENCES BE  

REPORTED ON THE DAY OF THE ABSENCE  

If your student is absent and the school has not been noti-

fied of the reason, a text message will be sent to parents by 

9.30am requesting a reason for the absence. If you receive a 

text, please reply and explain your child's absence to avoid 

receiving a follow up phone call from the school. 

To report a student absence: 

Please call the SCHOOL OFFICE on 4783 2191 OR  

SMS SCHOOL MOBILE 0459 885 273.   

 

         PREP 2024   

      THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT!   

 

https://www.squizkids.com.au/ 

An Australian site presenting news just right for kids  



 

Behaviour Focus for Weeks 7 , 8 and 9 Term 4 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 AWARDS  

 POSITIVE CULTURE 4 LIFE 

In 2023, parade will be held on Monday afternoon at 2.45 pm and each week, our Student of the Week Award and Principal’s 
Awards are presented on parade.    

The Student of the Week Award recognises a student who has demonstrated improvement, in their learning or behaviour     
choices.  Students are encouraged to work towards their goals and put in their best effort each week.  
 
Week 4 : Cienna for displaying role model behaviour, supporting others both in and out of the classroom  
 
The Principal’s Award recognises a student who has demonstrated the focus expectation of the week or has been a role model 
student in our school and community.  Students are encouraged to take on leadership and community roles and develop lifelong 
skills of service and connection.  
 
Week 4: Eeza – for working consistently across all learning areas and learning with a smile each and every day.  
 
Parents and our community are invited to join us each week to celebrate our successes and stay informed of upcoming events 
and news about our school.   
 
 

Come along to our playgroup sessions run our  fabulous Miss Christina 

When:  Every Monday @ 9am 
Where:  In the library  
Who:   Babies and children up to school age    Parents, grandparents and friends are welcome! 

 ‘Kalamia Kids’ PLAYGROUP  

I AM RESPECTFUL            I AM SAFE            I AM A LEARNER  

Soundwaves                      Reading Focus  Number Facts  

 CLASSROOM FOCUS  

 
Accuracy: Flip the sound 

Comprehension: Use main idea and supporting detail 
Expand Vocab: Voracious reading 

 

 

Fractions  

Area, perimeter and volume  

Number facts  

 

Sh—shiny shell  

Th—thick thong thin thong  

Th—this feather that feather  

Er—on the ladder  

KSS 
PCL 

Focus 

I am Safe    

I walk with teachers and wait to be 

dismissed at the gate  

I am Respectful  

I am honest and truthful  

about my behaviour  

I am Safe 

I am Safe – No shoes no hat no play  

 

 

 

What 
does it 
look 
like? 

 

 

 

What 
does it 
sound 
like?  

* I line up under cover area with my 
bag and belongings  
 
* I walk in a line to the front gate  
 
* I do not push past other students 
 
* I listen to instructions and reminders 
given during line up time  
 
* I accept the consequences of my 
choices and behaviour  

* I tell the truth when I am asked a question 

* I am responsible for my own behaviour 

and actions  

* I tell the whole truth even if I did the 

wrong thing  

* I accept the consequences of my choices 
and behaviour  

* Quiet activities such as drawing, puzzles and 
books will be available to me if I have an injury 
or I am not wearing closed in shoes  
 
* I respect staff decisions regarding out of 
bounds areas or inside play  
 
* I wear  broad brimmed hat  
 
* I wear closed in shoes  
 
* I accept the consequences of my choices and 

behaviour  



 HEALTH AND WELLBEING  

 

 A.E.D.  (Automated External Defibrillator) 

An A.E.D ( Automated External Defibrillator) has been installed in our classroom.  

BREAKING NEWS! 
The new furniture for the library is here!  New shelving was delivered early in the week so it is all 
hands on deck as we begin to move our non-fiction and teacher resources sections off the back 
wall.  The walls are just about bare as we prepare for the “Big Paint Day”.   
 
New fans have been installed in the Admin office and the cupboards are almost filled as we put 
supplies, files and all things in between back where they belong.   

 Tuckshop 2023 

With the help of Mrs C. and Miss Julia, we will able to 

purchase tuckshop EVERY Tuesday!  We are so      

excited and we have worked with Miss Julia on our 

menu.  Order forms will be sent home every Monday 

and are due back on Thursday.  No late orders will be 

accepted as the Student Council will be organising the            

ingredients, working out the cost and collating orders! 

The menu is included in our term calendar.  

   KALAMIA SS STUDENT COUNCIL                 KSS P&C NEWS  

KSS P&C are holding a monster Christmas 

Raffle!  The raffle will be drawn on        

Wednesday 29th November, during      

Presentation Day.  

 

Thank you to families, community members 

and businesses who have donated prizes and 

vouchers to KSS P&C.  



 

 

SCHOOL NEWS AND REMINDERS  

• There are 3 more swimming lessons, Wednesday 8th, 15th and 22nd November.  Pick up is at the Burdekin 

Swim School by 3pm. Thank you for your support.  

• Order forms for tuckshop are due every Thursday.  Tuckshop will be provided the following Tuesday. Please 

place orders in the mailbox in the classroom by Thursday morning.   Tuesday Week 7 will be the last time 

for tuckshop in 2023!  Thank you for supporting our Student Council!  A huge thank you to Mrs. C. and Miss 

Julia for their work both in the kitchen and behind the scenes.  

• Volunteers are needed to help sell raffle tickets outside Woolworths—please contact Rebekah Madsen if 

you can assist.  Thank you to students, parents, families and staff who have already donated their time.  

• 2024 School year commences on Monday 22nd January at 8.45am.  

• The office will be open from Monday 15th January from 9am to 12pm for enquiries, uniforms or to share 

your holiday news!  

• Year 6 students enrolled in Ayr State High School for 2024 are invited to attend Transition Days on 

Thursday 30th November and Friday 1st December.   

Have you liked or followed our school Facebook Page?   

Time to give us a 

 COMMUNITY NEWS  

 

BIRTHDAY  

BUCKETS! 

Who loves celebrating     

birthdays and ice blocks! Well 

now we can do both!   

Birthday Buckets include ice 

blocks, and a party hat and 

balloon to keep—for $10!  

All payments are donated to 

the KSS Student Council.  

$10 



KALAMIA CALENDAR TERM 4 2023   

Week 1 Mon 2nd Oct—Fri 6th Oct   

Mon— King’s Birthday Public Holiday   

Tues— Digi Tech  Yr. 5/6      Welcome back newsletter  

Parade 2.45pm  

Wed– Support Team    

Thurs— Digi Tech (Yr. 3-6)    Library (all year levels) 2.30pm 

Religious Instruction    

Fri– LOTE 9am Chappy’s Breakfast  

Week 2 Mon 9th Oct— Fri 13th Oct    

Mon- Early Years & Playgroup 9-11am Tues— Tuckshop: 

Digi Tech  Yr. 5/6 Parade 2.45pm   

Wed– Support Team  Swimming 1.30pm  

Thurs—Library (all year levels)     2.30pm Religious 

Instruction     Newsletter Day 

Fri—Chappy’s Breakfast  LOTE 9am   

Black Friday Disco—Lunchtime  

Week 3 Mon 16th Oct—Fri 20th Oct  

Mon— Early Years & /Playgroup 9-11am   Prep 2024 

Transition Day 9-10.30am 

Tues-Tuckshop: Moroccan Chicken  Digi Tech Yr. 5/6  

Parade 2.45pm   Food Allergy Day  

Wed– Support Team Swimming 1.30pm Mrs McL on class—

Thurs—Digi Tech (Yr. 3/4)     Library (all year levels)  2.30pm 

Religious Instruction    

Fri–  – LOTE 9am Chappy Breakfast   

Week 4 Mon 23rd Oct —Fri 27th Oct 

Mon— Early Years & /Playgroup 9-11am  

Tues— Digi Tech  Yr. 5/6  Parade 2.45pm  

Wed–  Support Team    Swimming 1.30pm  

Thurs—Digi Tech (Yr. 3/4)     Library 2.30pm Religious 

Instruction   Farm excursion  

Fri– LOTE 9am Chappy Breakfast  Day for Daniel—wear red     

Week 5 Mon 31st  Oct—Fri 3rd Nov  

Mon— Early Years/Playgroup 9-11am   

Tues—   Digi Tech  Yr. 5/6 Tuckshop –Chicken Pesto Pasta 

Parade 2.45pm  

Wed– Support Team    Swimming 1.30pm  KSS Teacher’s 

Day—Show KSS teachers your appreciation! 

Thurs— Digi Tech Yr. 3/4   Library        Farm excursion  

Fri– Swimming Carnival (Home Hill Pool—8.45am—2.00pm)  

Week 6 Mon 6th Nov  —Fri  10th Oct  

Mon— Early Years /Playgroup 9-11am  Parade 2.45pm   

Tues—  Digi Tech  Yr. 5/6 Tuckshop– Chicken Burgers 

Melbourne Cup Day   

Wed– Support Team Swimming 1.30pm  

Thurs—Digi Tech Yr. 3/4   Library (whole school) 2.30pm 

Religious Instruction   Newsletter Day   

Fri—LOTE 9am  Chappy Breakfast   Health & Wellbeing  Day   

Week 7 Mon 13th Nov  —Fri  17th Nov  

Mon— Early Years & Playgroup 9-11am  Parade 2.45pm  

Year 5 Camp  

Tues— Tuckshop– Spaghetti  Digi Tech  Yr. 5/6  

Wed– Support Team    Swimming 1.30pm  Year 6 Camp  

Thurs—Digi Tech Yr. 3/4     Library (all year levels)    

Religious Instruction 2.30pm  

Fri– LOTE 9am  Chappy Breakfast  

Week 9  Mon  29th Nov—Fri 1st Dec  

Mon— Early Years/& Playgroup Parade 2.45pm   Awesome 

Day  

Tues—  Yr. 5 & 6 Digi Tech  

Wed– Support Team   Presentation Day  

Thurs— Digi Tech Yr. 3/4  Library (all year levels)    Religious 

Instruction 2.30pm    Transition Day Ayr SHS  

Fri– LOTE 9am   Chappy Breakfast Transition Day Ayr SHS  

Week 8 Mon 20th Nov —Fri 24th Nov  

Mon— Early Years 9-11am  Parade 2.45pm                  

Tues—   Webber Shield Swimming Carnival  

Digi Tech  Yr.  5/6  

Wed– Support Team      Swimming 1.30pm  

Thurs- Library (all year levels)   2.30pm Religious Instruction 

Digi Tech Yr. 3/4   Newsletter Day  Year 3& 4 Camp  

Fri– LOTE 9am  Chappy Breakfast   Superhero Day  

Week 10 Mon 4th Dec—Fri 8th Dec 

Mon— Parade 2.45pm                    

Tues– Support Team       

Wed–  

Thurs— Library (all year levels) 2.30pm Religious Instruction  

Newsletter Day    

Fri– LOTE 9am Chappy Breakfast   End of Term 4 


